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SUBJECT: BACKGROUND ON EXPULSION OF EMBASSY PERSONNEL 

REF: TANANARIVE 1495 

1 . AT PRESS CONFERENCE LATE MORNING SEPT 23, PRIME 
MINISTER ANNOUNCED EXPULSION OF MSSRS BENNETT AND ALLEN 
OF EMBASSY STAFF FOR " INTERFERENCES THE INTERNAL 
AFFAIRS OF MADAGASCAR BECAUSE THEY WERE IMPLICATED IN 
THE STUDENT STRIKES." THAT WAS THE ONLY ANNOUNCEMENT 
PRIME MINISTER HAD TO MAKE AND HE OPENED PRESS 
CONFERENCE TO QUESTIONS ON ALL SUBJECTS. A JOURNALIST 
ASKED HIM OF WHAT SPECIFICALLY EMBASSY PERSONNEL HAD 
BEEN ACCUSED, BUT PRIME MINISTER WAS EVASIVE. BENNETT 
AND ALLEN DEPARTING FOR NAIROBI AT 18:25 ON EAST AFRICAN 
AIRWAYS FLIGHT 844. 

2. AS NOTED REFTEL, SITUATION IN TANANARIVE APPEARS 

TO BE CALMER THAN LAST WEEK. NUMBER OF MILITARY PATROLS 
HAS DININISHED, AND NEWSPAPERS.DIRECTLY OR BETWEEN-THE- 
LINES, HAVE BARELY REFERRED TO CONTINUING STRIKE BY 
HANDFUL (PERHAPS NO MORE THAN FIFTY) OF STUDENTS AT TWO 
TECHNICAL SCHOOLS IN TANANARIVE. THERE HAVE BEEN NO 
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NON-STRIKERS OR GDRM-INSPIRED STRIKE BREAKERS, AND MOST 
CLASSES AT UNIVERSITY REPORTEDLY ARE OPERATING NORMALLY. 

3. GDRM, AS WE HAVE NOTED IN PREVIOUS CABLES, HAS BEEN 
NERVOUS OVER ITS INABILITY TO GET SMALL HANDFUL 

OF STRIKING STUDENTS BACK INTO CLASSES. ALMOST EVERY 
GDRM OFFICIAL WITH WHOM WE HAVE SPOKEN IN THE LAST TEN 
DAYS REFERS BACK TO EVENTS OF 1972 WHICH LED T TSIRANANA'S 
OVERTHROW, FOLLOWING SEEMINGLY HARMLESS STUDENT 
ACTIVITIES. GDRM OBVIOUSLY DOES NOT WISH TO GIVE 
APPEARANCE THAT IT DOES NOT HAVE ABSOLUTE CONTROL; AND 
DESPITE ITS CLAIMS THAT STUDENT STRIKES AND FIRE AT 
PRIME MINISTER'S PALACE WERE WORK OF "IMPERIALISTS- 
CAPITALISTS" AND EXTREME LEFT DISSIDENT GROUP MFM, GDRM 
MAY BE LOOKING FOR NEW SCAPEGOATS. 

4. SEPTEL DESCRIBES NEXT WEEK'S "DJOUTCHE" IDEOLOGICAL 
SEMINAR WHICH WILL TAKE PLACE IN TANANARIVE AND FOR 
WHICH GDRM IS MAKING ELABORATE PREPARATIONS. WE HAVE 
JUST BEEN INFORMED THAT DURING PAST FEW HOURS GDRM HAS 
BECOME AWARE OF POSSIBLE DEMONSTRATIONS (BY UNKNOWN 
PARTICIPANTS) AT TIME OF OPENING OF "DJOUTCH" SEMINAR 
SEPT 28. THIS WOULD, OF COURSE, BE SERIOUS EMBARRASSMENT 
TO GDRM WITH PRESENCE OF EIGHTY VISITING DELEGATIONS 
AT SEMINAR AND MAY BE WHY GDRM HAS NOT YET DIVULGED 
WHERE SEMINAR WILL TAKE PLACE. 

5. OUR OVERALL INCLINATION IS THAT GDRM IS RUNNING A 
BIT SCARED AND SEIZED ON ADMIN OFFICER'S LUNCH WITH 
STUDENTS IN AN IRRATIONAL MOVE PROBABLY LED BY HARD- 
NOSED, IDEOLOGICAL RADICAL, AND ANTI-WESTERN MINISTER 
OF INTERIOR AMPY PORTOS. PORTOS SERVED UNDER RATSIRAKA 
IN FOREIGN MINISTRY 1972-75 AND IS WELL- AND UNFAVORABLY- 
KNOWN TO THE EMBASSY.SHEINBAUM 
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